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--- This issue of the Foochow Messenger is primarily 
‘for our readers who are already imterested in our Foo- 
‘cliow work. It is an attempt to tell, throngh the annual 
reports, of our educational work from the kindergarten 
tothe miversity. The next numbers will specialize ou 


‘our medical and evangelistic advances. 


Union Kindergarten 


Sy was bright moonlight, four o’elock in-the morn- 


‘jtig November 10th. I stepped into the gale of our 


Union Kindergarten Training School compound. A 


happy furlough was behind me; before me stoed a dream 


come true,—our beautiful new Caroline Mitchell Building 


‘with its great sweeping Peking roof, stately pillars and 


many windows. At my right was the artistic silhouette 


-of the ancient rockery. In the open door stood my fine 
British co-worker, Miss Kathleen Phillips, coming to 


welcome me back. It was a happy moment! 1 saa 
“es I found thirteen students in the training school, 
fine young women, five of whom were nearly ready to 

raduate. The school had moved into the new building 


“in'September. Political disturbances sent them out of 


the city for seven weeks, but they carried on the classes 
and were delighted to return when conditions quieted 
down. A pruetise kindergarten and promising Sunday — 
.Beli6ol had started in this new neighborhood. 
This U. K. T. Sehool is trying to fill a great 
eed, Our graduates haye gone out into many country 
places and missionaries from these parts write of their 
F op l work. We have not yet enongh girls to go around, 
foreo. many. places are asking for kindergartens. . Now 
we bave a building of our own I feel sure we shall 
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grow faster in numbers. It j is inspiring to feel the kin- 
fifé6vement growing in importance 1 in the eyes 
of Chinese leaders. 


Our students have half a day of practise teaching, 
study half,a day, have had charge of the Sunday School 
wand visiting €acgh week in the homes. Christmas found 
helping, in. different churches and kindergartens 
about. the. cily, and sharing the generous gifts which had 
come to us from the Pacific Coast. 


have: a fine. @hinese woman on the faculty 
had training in America and has meant a great deal to— 
the student life in the school. She was acting Prineipal 
while I was on furlough but would not take the prineipal- 
ship when I returned, We-hepe.someday to have one 
of our graduates prepare to be head of the school. 


| Chinese visitors are here nearly every day to “see 
house’’ and to exclaim over the doings of the kindergar- 


ten children, aad out of port visitors are often Piloted to 
‘our door. 


4 Altho’ I have been back such a short time, I can 
‘see that our work is growing in influence. Miss Phillips 
and I are enthusiastic over it. We are eager for the 
Methodist Board to find another member of the. faculty 
‘to fill Miss Lacy’s place, and we are also hoping workers 
may be found to start a co-ordinated Training School 
for .Primary teachers, as that is greatly needed. God 
has guided us thru the problems of the past few years 
and we are praying that we may be a ¢enter for radiat- 
ing His love to the whole pr ovince. 


BERTHA H. ALLEN 


Report of W. B. M.P. in Fooehous, 
1922. 


é The year has: been mar ked by the doubling of the 
of ‘Congregational Kindergartens in Foochew. 
‘Por many years there have been just three kindergartens 
under our board—the Davis Memorial ander ‘the W: B. 
M., and the’ Manchu and Watergate Kindergartens under 


oon 
‘ 
" 
Py | 
> 
> 


THE FOOCHOW MESSENGER 
the W. B..M. P.. .At least four other places had been 
ealling for kindergartens for a long time. Of these, two 
had been interested enough to send young women: from 
their churches to take kindergarten training; and 
so it happened that in Janusry 1922, Miss Li Ching- 
hiong a relative of the pastor of our church at Willow 
Bridge Street (long-gio-haeng), graduated from the 
Union Kindergarten ‘Training School and was ready to 
begin work in her own church. Everything looked most 
promising for a start here, and they had a very encour- 
aging spring term, with about twenty children from the 
wealthy families who lige in this neighborhocd. But in 
ibe war and disturbance that came to Foochow in the 
fall not even kindergartens were exewpt; and this new 
kindergarten suffered especially, because tlhe parents of 
our children had the means to move away fo safer places 
during the troublous times. It was very evident why 
Tess than a dozen children were left to end the term; ne- 
verthless if was a bit discouraging for the teacher, and 
we are happy in lier joy over the thirty and more appli- 
‘cants for the new year, witb doubtless more to come, 


_«. The pastor of our East Gate Church has also been 

keenly desirous of establishing a kindergarten in con- 
nection with his church, and so some years ago he Start- 
ed his niece 9n a training course at his own expense. 
She is a very earnest, fine spirited young woman; and 
she too graduated in January 1922, from the Davis 
Kindergarten Training Class. The neighborhood of her 
chureh is a direct contrast to that of the church just re- 
ported. The parents of most of her children are market 
gardners and load carriers, and they rejoiced at the op- 
portunity of leaving their children in such good hands 
while they were away at their work. It was marvelous 
toull of: crsshow “the little ones poured in, and it was 
very hard to turn away the great number who were un- 
der kindergarten age, and whom the parents also wished 
to leave. In time perhaps we can plan a day nursery 
‘there for these little tots. This church, about ten 
minutes walk outside of East Gate, isthe place where 
-Miss‘Allen’s family is planning to build a kindergarten 
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asa memorial to her sister. Meanwhile the work has 
been: begun in a most inadequate sort of room just va- 
Gated by the girls’ day-school. But any one who spends 
an hour there comes away with a glow of real joy at the 
work-that is being done, and the response it 1s meeting. 
This is the only city Kindergarten that did not miss a 
single day of ‘work last fall. The ehildren came even on 
the days wher battle was waging in and around the city. 


These two. new kindergartens, and the two for meérly 
earried on with W. B. M. P. funds were really all we 
had expected fo handle during the year. But when in 
the fall the Union Training ‘School moved into their 
beautiful new quarters in the city, and left us not only a. 
building, but also a constituency ‘well worked- -up and the 
use of an equipment nearly complete, near the Wenshan 
Girls School; and besides all this there was a teacher 
available, we just could not resist the opportunity = 
putting another Kinder garten in at Gek-siong-sang. 
were not very certain how we would finance it, but ian 
aged nicely in the end by paring down on a few things, 
and doing without some others. We really had every- 
thing essential—a good room, a fair equipment, and an 
exceptional teacher, Miss Ding Gie-ing, our third worker 
with U. K. T. S. training; and the kindergarten was a 
success from the first day. For 1923 the Wenshan Girls 
School has agreed to take over financial responsibility 
for this kindergarten, which will hereafter be closely 
linked up with their own primary school department. 
We are expecting even greater things from this arrange- 
ment than the very line kindergarien we had last term. 


| AGnes M. Cunistian 


Reports for Davis Kindergarten | 
and Training Class 
Leadership Functioning 


Davis Memoria} Kindergarten, with Miss Ding 
Mi-hua in charge, has put in a year ‘of very creditable 
work. Miss Ding i is a daughter of our Paster Ding of 
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Diong-loh, and received her training in the Union Kin- 
dergarten Training School here. This is her third year 
with us, and she is improving in her work all the time. 
In her care, the children have made good progress, and 
have been a joyful company every day. There is really 
a rare spirit of love and co-operation always among ber 
little ones. | 


Six young women have been in the training class — 
during the year, and three graduated in January, and 
are already assigned to work for their first vear,—one in 
charge of our Watergate Kindergarien, one to open a 
new kindergarten at Upper Bridge, and one assistant in 
a Methodist Kindergarten. 


Jean Brown Memorial Playground has had a good 
year of service for the children of our Day-sehool, Kin- 
dergarten, and Neighborhood Sunday School. No new 
apparatus has been added, and only just enough money 
spent to keep if in good repair. One of the Foochow 
College Middle School students has been in charge as su- 
pervisor, opening the grounds every day after school 
hours for all the children of the neighborlovod. There 
is always a group of small boys on the watch for the 
teacher’s arrival, and an eager race for “firsts’’ on the 


most popular swings, ete. 


We are at present planning that sometime this 
spring we will remove both the kindergarten and play- 
ground apparatus to another section of the city, so as to 
avoid duplication of work, with the U. K. T. 8. just 
across the street from our old quarters. This will of 
course mean a new piece of land for the playground, 
but it will still be the Jean Brown Memoria‘, and be 
financed with the money which we will receive for the 
sale of the present ground (which Foochow College 
wishes to buy from us). The new location we have in 
reind will be in a district where we will minister to even 


more children, 
Acnes M. CHRISTIAN 
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' en Shan Girls’ Sehool Growing and Aetive 


In Mav a new building was begun which was fini- 
shed and ready for occupancy January Ist 1923. Dnring 
its construction in order to admit a new class, thirty 
students were put into rooms and porches belonging to 
the foreign ladies’ residence, so the building fills a real 
need. It is a great joy to have this new house which 
enlarges our capacity-and gives us a chance to grow up 
10 the limit of about one hundred and twenty stadents 
in the Higher Primary alone—a limit which at present 
rate of growth we should reach in three years at the 
longest. 

Student Activities. it would be impossible to 
enumerate the various kinds of work whieh our students 
constantly are called upon to do. Feeling the privilege 
as well as the responsibility of our position in the city, 
we respond to just as many ealis upon our time as we 
possibly can. For instance, we helped with the distri- 
bution of posters and signing of ecards during the Anti- 
Gambling campaign; we joined with government and 

other mission schools ina large educational exhibit at 
the Methodist institutional church in the city; we con- 
tributed our quota to the great choir that gave the Mast- 
er concert once in the city and once on South side; our 
girls took part in the W. C. T. U. essay -contest and one 
of them won second place with her paper on the evils of 
tobacco. We entertained the conference of Y. W. C. A. 
cabinet officers over a week-end at the beginning of the 
term, Perhaps the most significant event of the term to. 
the students was the sending of two delegates to the. 
World Student Conference in Peking. One teacher and. 
one student were the representation we were allowed, and 
their expenses amounting to $140 weie met by tle stus 
dent body without the use of sehool funds. It was a. 
great inspiration to us all to hear the glowing accounts 
from our delegates of ali the experiences of the days in 
Peking, and when the group of foreiguers assigned to 
our city from the conference reached Fvoochow we were 
prepared to receive their message gladly. Mr. King 
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from Atlanta, since he was the first negro to visit Foo- 
chow schools, made the sensation of the group, but the 
gentleman from India, the young lady from Australia, 
ihe student from our own Western states, and especially 
Mr.: Ralph Harlow, all gave us much that we shall long 
treasure. 


Political Disturbances. The second teim stands 
out by itself in our experience and wemor:s as unusual 
heeause of the upset condition of our usually peacefal 
city. ‘Almost from the day of opening of séhool i in the 
fall we heard disturbing rumors of armies about 16 des- 
cend upon Foochow. There was an alinost universal 
exodus from the city .of terrified people. Constant 
streams of baggage and fugitive citizens passing our 

vate both nisht. and day for “weeks was not i reassuring 
sight. Most of our patrons were only too. glad to have 
their rirls under our protection, and’as they entrusted 
their daughters tons while they sought safety ‘in the 
eountry with their valuables, we were moved at times to 
wonder what we were undertaking in promising their 
safety in our care. Time proved that we undertook 
nothing that we could not perform, for no real danger 
came near us and we had no reason to close school even 
for one session. Anyone who has been through such a 
trying time knows that its hardest feature is the uncer- 
tainty of it. We heard tlhe rifie fire of the battles of 
Oct. 12th and 14th, though from a safe distance, and 
looting by the soldiers of the successful Southern army 
as well as capture of men for army work came ofien too 
near our girls for comfort, as we witnessed the unprin- 
cipled doings of armed soldiers among a defenceless peo- 
ple. but in the midst of all the suffering outside our 
walls it came to seem a wonderful thing that our work 
could go on at all. That we could keep our girls safe 
end at their regular tasks was the thing we were de- 
voutly thaukful for when the vovernment ‘schools were 
closed and roughly used as so. diers barracks, Tr ue, We 
were warned by anonymous letters from Chinese of the 
supposed risk we rau in not closing, and once our Amer- 
ican consul advised -us to move over to South Side with 
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our large family, but he yielded to our entreaty that we 
he permitted to keep “Business as Usual’’ in our com- 
pound, under the Stars and Stripes which took on new 
meaning and beauty as it floated over our hill-top. Our 
Chinese teachers were perfectly splendid in the calm 
way in which they reassured the girls, and kept steadily 
at regular duties. We all felt the strain after it was 
over, because the streets were tense and everyone was 
waiting, waiting all the time, he knew not for what. We 
are still waiting for a settled government, but our days 
are no longer punctuated by alarming letters, and con- 
sular directions “What to do, [IF....’’ and our nights 
are not disturbed by marines from U.S. A. gunboat set- 
{ing up a machine gun in the scliool tower and patrolling 
the grounds. The pastor of our school church says our 
keeping open assured our whole neighborhood, and we 
believe that the recent days will bear much fruit, for 
Christian faith surely did give light in the darkness in 
which our city has been dwelling. One thing we already 
realize is that the whole experienee was a uniter of 
Chinese and foreign missionary. It was given us to show 
how much we cared for more than our own sufety in a 
way it might otherwise have taken us years to prove, 
and the oneness of our interests was fully demonstrated. 
The line of difference was drawn not as between Chinese 
and foreign, as so often, but between Christian and non- 
Christian, As we look back over the days we find our- 
selves glad for all they brought us, material that has been 


used in a wonderful way for the good of our school and 
the church. 


Eunice T. THomas 


Industry or Christianity? 


Some of the girls in the Wen Shan Girls School 
have helped in the Sunday School at ‘lai Bing Sang with 
an average of 30 children each week. Usually there was a 
crowd of by-standers outside the door which we did not 
attempt to teach as there was no place. The house we 
occupied was the only Christian one in the place, and 
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the other, people were not keen to have a religious meet- 
ing in their homes for many reasons, not Jeast of whicli 
was the reason that it would interfere with their work. 
The people of that seetion are Sek-beaters; that is beat- 
ing the tinfoil for idol-paper money. No Sek-beater is 
supposed to be taken into the church unless he gives np 
his livelihood as an idol-paper-money-maker and seeks 
another trade. So there are more than the normal hin- 
derances to the acceptance of the Gospel in that parti- 
enlar section. However, the children were keen for 
Sunday School and we continued until summer with a 
goodly attendance. We also did some visiting in the 
homes and found one woman who had formerly been a 
student in one of the mission schools but was now as 
much of a heathen as her neighbors. 


STELLA Cook. 


General Interests in Women’s Work in Foochow City-1922. 


The W. B. M. L. home at Fairy Bridge, Foochow 
City, is literally “fa house by the side of the “road? and I 
hope that we who live there are truly friends to those 
who come and go. 


I was most glad of Miss Blanchard’s coming. We 
have worked and lived together happily these two years. 
Dr. Ling Hie-Ding also shared our home and is a real 
and valued friend, always ready to lend a hand either 
socially or pr ofessionally. 


At the end of the year, Miss ede returned 
from a two-years’ furlough, bringing with her two ladies 
for The Christian Herald Industrial Missions, so the end ° 
of the year found our house crowded even though Dr. 
Ling had gone to Shanghai for a few months, ou account 
of the political troubles inter rupting her pr actice. 


CoNTACTS WITH OFFICIAL LADIES 


Dr. Ling adds much to our social relations wth 
the Raner class Chinese as her practice brings her into 
cont tact with the highest official ladies. When Mrs. Jobln 
Dewey was in Foochow we 1Dviled her to luncheon Lo 
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weet the wives of tine officials and afterward she gave a 
delightful talk to those ladies and others who came in. 


When the wife and daughter of U. S. Minister | 
Schurman were here we gave a similar function in their 
honor and made it the occasion of getting together the 
Chinese ladies for an entertainment other than ecard 
playing. 


SociaAL EVENINGS 


Our bi-monilily meetings with the Bible-women, 
followed by a Chinese dinner, are also pleasant social 
occasions for the women and is probably the only chance 
that some of them have of.a meal other than their own 
cooking. 

The Friday evening party for the women and 
children of the Womwan’s Scliool and the near neighbors 
is a bright spot in their drab lives. The “grown-ups’’ 
‘shout with laughter and have just as much fun as the 
children in playing “Stage coach’’ and “Drop the Hand- 
kerchief’’ and such games. even if some of the bound- 
footed ones do topple over occasionally. This bit of play 
and laughter makes for good feeling among the women 
and the children who look forward to Friday evening. 


IpEAL CHRISTIAN HomME 


It is often our pleasure to give the wedding to 
some of our former students. Probably the most beau- 
tiful wedding that we have given in our present home 
was that of two of our mission young people, Donald — 
Hsueh and Catherine Lin. The wedding took place iu 
January of 1922 and we were especially happy to give 
this wedding to these young people as they have been 
with us from childhood and both have graduated from 
‘our mission schools and later. became teachers in the 
schools from which they graduated. Both are graduates 
of Peking University and have returned to work in the 
mission when they might have accepted much more lu- 
cralive positions elsewhere. 


Their home is one of the few real homes in the 
sense in which we use the work. 
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All of us have been at some time teachers in either 
bovs’ or girls’ Schools and it is very gratifying to us to 
find that a really deep and lasting friendship was form- 
ed in those days with the boys nnd girls and now they 
come to us as friends and feel that we “belong to them’’ 
quite as much as we feel that they belong to us. 

SociaL ConrTRASTS 

In marked contrast to these special occasions 
where we touciu the better class and rejoice at what our 
students have become are the days when the work 1s al- 
most wholly with the unpromising. Miss Hartwell’s In- 
dustrial and philanthropic enterprises bring to us a 
varied assortment of the poor and distressed and di- 
seased. 


Also during the political troub'es of the autumn, 
our compound was a place of refuge for our fearful 
neighbors and an observer might not have been able to 
distinguish us from the steerage of a trans-pacifie liner. 
During the week when affairs were at their worst two 
deaths took place in our compound and the outsiders be- 


gan to report that we had plague inside, and the rush to 
get in was not so great. 


Later the seizing of laborers to carry loads for 
the soldiers upset our work verv much. The servants 
could not go on the streets unless accompanied by one 
of us without danger of being seized and impressed into 
service in the army. For some weeks the housekeeping 
was especially strenuous. | 


Martua WILEY 


Woman’s School 


The passing away of Miss Hannah’ Woodhull in 
October touches very deeply those who are interested in 
woman’s work for she was wholly devoted to any means 
that would uplift the womanhood of China. But perbaps 
her best work was in the Woman’s School. Though a 
woman’s class had been previously held at Ponasang, it 
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remained for her to start our first Woman’s Sehool with 
a course of training for women workers. Our hope is 
that the beautiful and Christlike spirit of Miss Woodbull 
may continue to characterize the work of the school. 
STUDENTS 
Qur usual number at the beginning of a term is 
over forty but because they are women and most of them 


have home ties, some are obliged to drop out during the 
*ierm, 


The fall term opened with a fine group.of women 
but before a month passed the political clonds began to” 
eather and the women fled to their homes thougn they 
would have heen more safe in our compound, as things 
turned out. As they were too frightened to study it was 
just an well that they went home for that left the room 
vacant for the refugees that flocked in. 


Our students are very much younger than those 
of a few years ago and as a consequence are very much 
brighter, with minds more alert. This vear, four finish- 
ed the Lower Primary course of four years, and wish to 
take a course in nursing if it can be arranged. It is as 
much of an accomplishment for some of these women to 
finish the first four vears of school as for many a wo- 
man in the home lands to take a University course. 
Therefore their effort is by no means to be despised. 
Why come to school?) Searcely a woman enters school 
who has not faced tragedy. Sometimes the motive in 
coming is a real intellectual hunger, sometimes it is to 
learn the “‘Doctrine’’, sometimes it is to learn to write 
so that she can read ber absent husband’s letters and 
auswer them, sometimes itis to escape an unhappy si- 
(uation at home, sometimes it is to find a way to earn a 
living. | 

One rather pleasing woman came to the school 
because her husband had rejected her because she was 
childless and she wished to study so that she could earn 
her own living. Oue large muscular girl to Us to stu- 
div because Ler educated fiance had vecided to reject ber 
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because she was illiterate. Then her mother grew an- 
evry because the wanted to study and the poor girl was 
in a dilemma—or to use the Chinese expression she had 
fallen between two boats. She was given a chance to earn 
her board and is a happy girl, having a bit of girlhood, 
even though it is much belated. 


One unhappy woman hated to leave her paddy 
fields and cows and homelike surroundings and carry 
her baby on her back all the way to the City and be@iu 
the weary round of lessons. Yet she did it, for her hus- 
band is an educated voung man, wearing foreign clothes, 
and speaking English, and he had threateved to get a 
secondary wifewf this wife did not come to school and 
get that “foreign cuiture’’. Though our school building. 
is a Chinese home yet she was shy and timid and the 
need of “culture’’ was most evident, but first there was 
that elemental need of soap ‘The teachers were kind 
and comforting and she is really beginning to take an 
interest in reading for its own sake and not just to keep 
an unknown person out of her place. 


Most of the women are of the bound footed class 
but occasionally we have a woman of the field class. 
They seldom stay long, for their fields need their labor 
and learning is to them Juxury and not the means of 
earning. Oneof the women had decided to become a 
nun and go into a vegetarian temple and chant prayer 
at so much an hour when Mrs. Cong found her and 
brought her to the school. 


IXVANGELISTIC WorRK OF THE SCHOOL 

The Woman’s Schooi itself is an evangelistic 
agency as we take in non-Christian as well as those who 
are already church members and it is seldom that a wo- 
man goes out of the school not an acknowledged Chris-_ 
tian. The contact with Christian women is in itself the 
best means of convincing women from the villages round 
about that there is some thing worth having in the reli- 
gion of Christ. 
Hrom the villages, where homes are steeped in 
idolatry and the walls pasted over with charms and the 
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court well protected by grimy idols and dust-covered 
bags hanging here and there to keep the Fox-devil locat- 
ed to the cleanliness of the cheery sebool, serubbed 
white an shining, is a long step. 


Country Woman at Training School 
No Drvits Curistian Pore Air 

It is an equally long step to have it demonstrated 
to a woman that pure air from an open window in not 
deadly. Surely the knowledge of God must come [irst 
before these women can be set free from even the most 
evident of their superstitions. No amount of explana- 
tion of the laws of hygiene will induce a woman to throw | 
open her window at night if she believes that an evil 
spirit will come ina. But when she sees another woman 
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open her window and tell her that God is able to protect 
lier and the next morning see that no harm has happen- 
ed tu anyone, she is on the way to believe. ‘The picture 
shows a village woman from the mountain range vorth 
of the City. She likes the school garden with its mus- 
tard greens for that seems a bit more like home. She 
showed the most marked improvement of avy Wolmau in 
school during the fall term, really giving up mueh that 
Was very ‘bad and showing ap understauding of the Gospel. 


Intro tHe Homes 


Thee women hold individual schools in the homes of women 
who cannot leave home. 

The three wonien in the pboto are among several 
who go out in the afternoons for work among the women 
of the near by streets. The one on the right will, I be- 
lieve, sometime be among our very best workers. She 
taught several wowen to read aud understand portions 
of the Bible during the fall term. Mrs. Long, in the 
middle is a Mandarin speaking woman. One day she 
brought those whom she had taught to the house to be 
examined, and among the number was a poor forlorn, 
ragged cake-seller. I wondered what she could possibly 
have learned. She said that, as she had to be out late, 
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Mrs. Long hac very kindly come to her honse last to 
teach her. When I heard her read and recite she went 
through the whole list very thoroughly and besides she 
had a saving knowledge of the Lord. 


Mrs. Dang, on the right, works outside of South 
(ate and has some very promising young women studv- 
ing. Miss Blanchard, Mrs. Hsueh, and I have gone with 
these women as they have gone into the homes until they 
were well aquainted in the district and it was safe to 
start them out alone. 


CouURSE OF STUDY FOR MAKING CHristian HloMES 


Our course of study puts much stress on the im- 
portance of Bible Study and practical work in evangelis- 
tic lines. Also we have. been more careful as to the 
school house-keeping. No servants are hired and -the 
students do all the work even to scrubbing the floors. 
This is a long step toward teaching them how to make 
their own houses look beautiful when thev go home. 
How I long to get the preachers’ and teachers’ wives 
here for a time and teach them the most elementary 
ideas of and cleaning house! What a happi- 
ness it would to find clean drains throughout a Christian 
village! Until the women are taught, that ideal will ne- 
ver be reached. 


It is always with a sinking of heart that we turn 
to this subject of illiteracy. The Woman’s School is do- 
ing its bit to help in this colossal problem, but it is over- 
whelming. Only fifteen percent in this city reading! 
In the villages from one to five percent can read little! 
How can these women be wise mothers when unable to 
read? How ean they know how to be enlightened Chris- 
tians? How ean they be anything but the hard-working 
heavy-laden ignorant women that they are until this 
creat problem is dealt with adequately by the State, and 
children are forced to attend school. We, with our 
limited efforts, are a makeshift for the present. Per- 
haps it would be better to say that we are the “gad fly’’ 
stirring up this subject and giving no peace until it Is 
disposed of. 
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A recent ineident will illustrate the pathetic need 
of more intensive work in the villages. Just outside of 
Kast Gate a Bible-woman went with me into a little vil- 
lage, and a friendly woman urged us to enter and rest. 
After the usual greetings the Bible-woman asked: 

“Have you ever heard the name of Ia-su (Jesus) ?’’ 

“Mr. Su?’’ she queried, “Oh no. In this village . 

we all have the surname Wang.’’ | 

Our Bible-women at work are gleams of light in| 
the thick blackness—these villages teeming with people 
who have not vet seen the Light. Pray that more con- 
secrated women will be called for this greatest of needs 
How ean the homes be made better until the mothers are 
made acquainted with Christ and how can they know un- 
less they have a chance to hear? 


Persona Lives OF BIBLE- WOMEN 


It would be very incomplete to tell of the work 
and not bear testimony to the patient lives of these Bi- 
ble-women, most of whom bear heavy crosses: Some 
have been married young to men far below them and 
have eaten the bread of bitterness in:their homes. Some 
have been left widows, and happy homes were lost to 
them. Some have had children that were a grief to them 
and some have lost children that were a joy to them. 

Their salary is a mere pittance. aud yet they go on 
facing conditions that would crush women less inured 
to hardship. Many have had bound-feet and even now 
theic feet are weak and it means far more effort for 
such women, to walk the long distances necessarv than 
it does for a woman with natural feet, and yet I must 
confess that after a day of visiting villages the Bible- 
woman was apparently less fatigued than i 


Faults? Surely. Many of them. Bat how won- 
derful it:is that a woman only:a few. years out from bea- 
thenism can so bravely witness for Christ, and endnre 
so much for Him. It would be impossible to work with 
these women and not yearn over them with an older sis- 
ter’s solicitude, that they may sense more deeply the j Joy 
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_and responsibility of ‘their work. May those so directly 
engaged in evangelistic work have within them the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the byrning zeal that come 
from Him. 7 


“Can I approach fire and not be warmed? Can I 
be in contact with a soul aflame and not glow? Doesa 
soul in contact with me shrivel or does it expand with 
the heat from my fervor?”’ 


GosPeL Encounters Ovrsga Boarp 


Mrs. Siek is a sturdy young woman of abounding 
health and energy, u tireless talker, besides having a na- 
tural aptitude for evangelistic work, and is therefore 
one of the most promising of the younger women. 


The distriet around Kast Gate chapel where she 
works is full of Taoist priesis and a godless lot of vil- 
lians they are. There families are steeped in idolatry 
and superstition. When searching for the home of a 
teacher who was ili, we happened upon a family getting 
a inessage from the demons via the ancient and esteemed 
Ouija-Board. A “little Black Devil’’ had been carried 
in and placed on a table vear the wall. A wooden tray | 
four feet ov more square was then placed on a low table 
in the middle of the court. Next, two men who looked 
like priests took hold of the ends of a Y-sbaped limb of 
a tree, plicing the single end on the tray. Pretty soon 
the limb bégan to dance about on the tray and the two 
men held on for dear life. Their antics, their contorted 
facial expression, the nasal shriek with which they an- 
nounced each character‘as it was Struck by the loose end 
of the stick was to the bystander little short of devilish. 
In my interest is the new-old device I failed to notice 
what I was leaning against and turned to find myself al- 
most sittitig on the “Little Black Devil’? who had been 
brought in from the temple to preside and see that there 
was no cheating. 


That is but one of the many phases of idolatry 
that Mrs. Siek meets with. There is no chance of being: . 
bored when on a round of visits with her. Among hea- 
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then and Christian people alike she has the ready and 
pertinent word. 


Her husband was a most devoled and self-sacrifi- 
cing young preacher and teacher when she was still 
hotly opposed to Christianity. Now his grave is on a 
hill top looking down upon these villages where she goes 
in and out preaching and teaching. 


One day as we stood in a dirty village full of pigs 
and chickens and naked children she glaneed up to the 
hill top and said, “Perhaps it is better this way. I wil! 
do this work in lus place.’’. 


The greatest miracle of allis Mrs. Siek herself, 
changed Pei a boundfooted, snperstitious pugnacious 
child-wife into this happy energetic Bible-woman through 
the transforming power of Christ’s spirit. The year 
previous we sent her to Shanghai to study in the Bible 
school eonducted by Miss Dora Yu that she might have 
intimate contact with that Spirit-filled woman as well as 
have a year of special Bible-study and this has added 
much to her Christian experience. 


One whole family is turning from their idols and 


accepting Christ and preparing to enter the Water Gate 
Church. 


The mother whose face shone even through the 
grime told me how the children learned their verses. 
While the father was ,jhelping to bo:l the morning rice 
he would call out in his big voice: ‘Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me’’. Older brother would repeat the 
same in his middle-sized voice and then little brother 
would say the same in bis tiny voice, and in this way 
the family had learned the Ten Commandments, Lord’s 
prayer, and John 3:16 Little sister could learn faster 
than mother and bad to help her extra so that she need 
not fall behind in this family forward movement. 


War Can’t Stop It 


During the twelve months we had the joy of see- 
ing 37 of our sith sin the Foochow College Iligher Pri- 
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mary School enter the church on confession of faith, 
while seventy-five others were gathered in learners . 
classes, and were given religious instruction twice a 
week for the purpose of preparing them for church 
membership. Of the 28 who graduated, 21 were Chris- 
tians and members of the chureh; while several of the 
others had taken a stand for Christ, but because of op- 
position from parents and relatives they thought it 
wisest to put off church membership till the opposition 
could be overcome. Many of the hovs were active 
Christian workers both in the school ard the church, and 
gave enthusiastic help in the Neighborhood Sunday 
School connected with Lau Memorial Chureh. Vhe older 
boys did mueh to help the lads of the lower classes of 
the Higher Primary School in their athleties and games. 
Formerly all work done in the Physical Training De- 
partment was under the direction of an instructor who 
vave his full time to the work, and with unsatisfaciory 
results. This past vear we placed the P. T. work in the 
hands of volunteer leaders under expect supervision. 
The results have been splendid, and with little expense 
to the school. 


‘LEONARD J. CHRISTIAN 


O. SI Sehool~house Wanted! 


One of the most acute problems we are facing in 
connectivn with the Wenshan Boys’ Higher Primary 
school is the common problem of housing. At present 
our 64 students are using the ehn reh tower for the over- 
flow, and even this does not fill our needs. There are 
over 300 boys of Higher Primary age within a few 
blocks of us; and with any sort of room and equipment 
to offer we could secure a good share of them, but—! 
Does any one knew of an empty school house in America 
they could send us; or better yet, the means to build one 
for these hoys? If you know of any one lovking for a 
real chance for investment, one that will bring big re- 
turns, please send them my address. 


> 
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With the prayer that I may have the joy of seeing 
all these boys entrusted to my care won for the King- 
dom, I respectfully submit this report. 
LEoNARD J. CHRISTIAN 


Fooechow: College Carries On 


In religious activities the Sunday School has 
shown great progress and has done good work. Mr. 
Siek has given: much time thought and energy to this 
and the results are pleasing. 


The Christian Endeavor has been divided so that 
students of the same age are together, and altho it takes 
five departments to accommodate all, they realize that it 
is best to meet in divisions. Once each month all meet 


together to give the encouragement that comes from 
numbers. 


Over fifty students have gone each Sunday to help 
in the work of various churches in other parts of the 
city. | 

The students of the Higher Primary earry on a 


Neighbourhood Sunday School of 175 children. 


During the summer vacation 11 Vacation Bible 


Schools were carried on in different parts of the city 
and 1n villages. 

While Dr. Brewer Eddy was here in December ten 
Bible-classes were organized in the Student Army, lo- 


cated near the College and these classes were continued 
for eight weeks till the end of the term. 


The Studeut Council has funetioned and has de- 
veloped into very helpful organization—helpful to the 
morale of the College and to the training of the mem- 
bers in the real business of life, i. e. self-control and 
right relations with one’s fellow men. 


The Boy Scout movement has been reorganized in 
Foochow and the stndents have two troops. 


_ Under Mr. Go who came to us from the Fukien 
University in September the College Band has done good 
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work in practicing and in helping in various College func- 
tions. There is one drawback, it 1s difficult to refuse the 
many invitations forthe band to play at various functions 
for various organizations in the city, from funerals and 
weddings to the inauguration of the Civil Governor. 

Under Mr. Reumann the Boy’s Service Club has 
hecome a regular curriculum requirement, and the boys 
are learning how to help in making their city or village 
a better place in which to live. 


~ 


A FEW COMPARATIVE FIGURES FROM FoocHow COLLEGE 


Teacheis Stude.sts Graduates from beginning 
| 7 College Middle School 
1912 20 218 &9 
i992 548. 155 13: 


WHat onE Man Can Do 


| Last February I was in the Diong-loh field and 

off in one of the remote villages. Here there is not an 
idol. The people have done away with all idol business 
and they no longer drink wine at their feasts. This has 
been the influence of one man, himself a consecrated 
Christ-man. 


Wicuarp L. BEARD 


Union Normal Middle School, Fooehou 
Report for 1922. 


My report for the year 1922 will consist of a re- 
port of the work of the Union Normal and Middle School 
for that year, for I have been fortunate enough to have 
been assigned to this work for my full time. Of our 
eighteen years in China, it is only during the last two 
that I have been able to give full time to just one job. 
But it is work that has needed concentration, for we 
have one of the hardest kinds in which to show results. 
Those who know conditions out here, realize the craze 
there is to learn Euglish. It is not strange since that 
knowledge has very definite commercial value. Many 
positions of social standing as well as good salary are 
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open to fenglish speaking students, while those with onlv 
«a Chinese educe ition have a much more restricted outlook 
and opportunity. But ourchureh work needs workers, 
especially teachers and preachers, and for this work 
English is not essential. Laek of the knowledge of Iin- 
gvlish, moreover, removes many temptations from them 
to leave the work of the Church for business positions. 
In the present condition of development in the spirit of 
consecration it is found that such restrictions seem to 
be necessary in order to obtain sufficient workers. But 
because of these conditions Chinese boys are not so an- 
xious for a purely Chinese education. Boys who can 
get the money, therefore, go to the Anglo-Chinese 
schools, while we get far more of the poorer ‘boys. But 
this is just the side of the work that appeals to us most. 
We are so glad to be able to help poor boys to an educa- 
tion for they usually are more earnest and often doa 
greater work in the world than the boy that bas an easy 
time all his life. Our shop work and school garden are 
planned with these boys especially in mind. 


The total enrollment for the year was just over 
80, but the largest attendance was during the first term 
when there were 61 boys in school. Almost 80% of the 
boys worked to help pay their own expenses. 


All of our teachers are men of college grade with 
the exception of the teacher in Chinese classics, and he 
is a degree man of the old school. 


Manual Training. Strictly speaking we have no 
departments, as our boys are all taking the Normal 
course. Numbers are too few to make any divisions so 
far. Never-the-less we call our shop work a department. 
In addition to the manual training classes required in 
the first two years, about a dezen boys have helped their 
own way through school by working two or three after-’ 
noons a week. Some of the upper ‘Class boys are able 
to do quite a decent job of cabinet-making. They made 
a very nice cabinet for our apparatus, physics and | 
chemistry; ten good strong desks and seats for the day- 
school, several ‘furniture “jobs for out-side people, and 
some are now working on a filing ease for the office. 
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Green Stuffs Drive out Berri-berri. The schoo! gar- 
den is another branch of our student-help-industrial pro- 
position, and has grown to be very popular during the year 
heeause the students took over the boarding department 
ind found the school garden wasa great asset. We 
have been making a very interesting experiment in diet, 
Last fall, in October, several of our bovs came down 
with berri-berri. It was the first {ime we have had it in 
school of late years, but many schools around here have 
been effected. We immediately talked with the boys 
about taking over the kitehen work so they could regu- 
late their own board instead of hiring a cook to board 
them and they being under obligation to accept whatever 
fare he provided. This they did, and one of the first 
things they added was sweet potatoes. Tliis is a very 
wholesome dish, but so cheap here they would not al- 
low the regular cook to serve it—it is the food of the 
poor people. But when they were their own caterers it 
was quite different. Then the school garden was just 
in good shape with a good -supply of fine fresh veget- 
ables. The result was that every trace of berri-berri 
disappeared within a month and by the end of the term 
the change of diet was very noticeable in the faces of 
the whole student body. The boys themselves are de- 
lighted with the new plan, and the garden is popular. 

G. M. NEWELL. 


‘Boys’ Work 

As I sat here to-day and wrote my _ report 
three incidents happened. Siudent A came in for a 
friendly talk. He said “Ive just come from U. K’s, 
house (a Christian student of F.C. aud a member of our 
service club). He is of a big family, you know and there 
are about 50 boys and girls in the family. Well, he’s 
formed a club of the boys and they meet every day for 
an hour during vacation. They’ye been organized for 
6 months now. He tells them stories and they play 
ames and now thev have Morning Wateh. They hke 
the 13th chapter of 1 Cor. and learn verses from the 
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Bible. I gave them a talk this morning and they had 
prayer too. The fathers were all gambling—for this is 
Chinese New Year—but that club won’t gamble. The 
ndults are Buddists but the bovs are not only being ex- 
pesed to a fourfold program of physical, social, mental 
nnd religious work but also to the spirit of the living 
Christ.”’ 

Later another student came in. He’s a chap who 
wants to study medicine. Ile told me of opening a 
preaching chapel in his own home fora sort of com- 
munity chapel. 


Then a letter comes to my desk from one who was 
the first secretary for this Boys’ Work with me here. 
He’s now in Chicago University having a hard fight to 
hold his Christian position against his non-christian 
family. He has also a financial] struggle. He’s just re- 
eeived his M. A. at Oberlin and is writing a book on the 
Chinese Boy. He writes “I’m the first Chinese in the 
world to be a member of the Woodcraft League.’’ 


I ask you what do you mean, reports? figures? 
Results? Who knows! 


O. G. REUMANN. 


Fooechow Dietionary Revision 

Although largely prevented from work during the 
summer, my comparatively light schedule this last au- 
tumn has made it possible for me to push the work on 
the revision of the Foochow Dictionary to a conclusion. 
The main body of the work was finished in the last week 
of 1922, although I have since found heavy demands on 
my time and strength in the effort to remove copyists’ 
mistakes and other imperfections as far as possible be- 
fore submitting it to the printer. This task, together 
with introduction, indexes, ete. will probably absorb my 
spare time up to date of sailing at the end of May. I 
sincerely hope that this wi!] mean the end of a task which 
has been pleasant and profitable, but very exacting. It 
has taken evenings and spare moments and some time 
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that perhaps shel have been play time for about four 
vears, and it has been worth it in the help it has been to 
me in language study—but I wouldn‘t care to come back 
to this particular task. 

S. Ll. Lecer. 


Union Theologieal Seminary Notes 

The work in the Theological Seminary lias gone 
forward with good spirit and even higher standards of 
work. President Ling has maintained his strong leader- 
ship, and we are quite fortunaté in our faculty asa 
whole. Mr. Worley has been will us all ihe vear as the 
Methodist representative and he is a great addition. An 
effort has been made to have each membs or of the faeulty 
undertake some definite department of the school. The 
Department of Sociology and Christian Hthies has been 
assigned tome. In that Department have given Iwo 
courses in sociology through the yeur, and one vear’s 
work in Physiology and Hygiene. In addition I ii 
given two courses in New ‘Testament throughout the 
year. In all but one or two courses there are now quite 
satisfactory text-books and abundance of reference works 
in Chinese. In one of the sociology courses Jast term 
we took for our term project the preparation of a book- 
Jet of about one hundred pages on “Cooperation in Rural 
Communities’’~-partly translation and partly original 
work. [Iam working this over again for another class 
and hope ultimately to have something worth publishing. 

The first term we had 75 students, of whom 17 
were Congregational. Partly because of eraduating 
large class in June and partly because of others who 
dropped out from one reason or another, we had only 
56 left for the second term, of waich 12 were ours, An- 
other class of 6 graduated January 1923, of whom one 
was Congregational. That leaves 11 old students (Con- 
rregational) to start the new year of whoiw 6 are to gra- 
duate in June. Fora time it luoked as if we mieht loak 
in vain for new students, but sehool has started with 
four new ones. If they all stick that will give us fifteen 
the first term and nine the second. S. H. LeEGrEr, 
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Fuki2n Ghristian University 


_ <A year ago the University moved to ifs new site 
on the river six miles below the city. Three faculty re- 
sidences have been completed. and school work is being 
carried on in temporary quarters. Our site comprises 
fifty acres at the foot of some beautiful hills. Proces- 
sions of junks, river and coast steamers, and all kinds of 
smaller craft going up and down the river with the tides 
remind us of the busy modern world, while two thousand 
feet above us is the old Kushan Monastery where we can 
be introduced to the ancient calm of the Orient. History 
and romance and busy human life lie all about us. It 
would be hard to find a better place for a college. 


At present we have a hundred students and our 
dormitories are filled to capacity. It is the largest and 
most representative enrolment of regular students we 
have ever had ‘They come from about fifteen different 
high schools in this and other provinces, and there are 
representatives from the Philippines, Singapore and 


Java. During the year there have also been students 
from Formosa and Borneo. | 


College spirit has been developing. During the 
fall term a student republic was organized, and it has 
taken over a number of activities connected with the life 
of the school, beginning with this term it will eonduet a 
primary school for the children ina neighboring village. 


Other forms of service are being carried on by different 
groups. 


C. A. 


Personal Gontaets, Physieal and Social 


In May we were asked to take charge of the Medi- 
eal work until the new Doctor for which the Board is 
still looking should arrive. There is little to be said 
about it. It has proven a very satisfactory and satisfy- 
ing form of service. During the summer it was possible 
to co-operate with the Board of Comwerce in providing 
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vaceine for plagne ilieeainlidiel In the fall eneour- 
aged by the helpful advice of Dr. Richards I made some 
advances bothin my practicaland the practical knowledge 
of medicine. There are a whole lot of things that a lay- 
man ean learn to doif he wishes to that will alleviate 
pain and discomfort. Itech is a small matter, sometimes, 
but mighty uncomfortable and ean be cured ina few 
days if properly treated. My experience ieads me to be- 
lieve it requires personal contact to accomplish it. No 
mere instructions, however detailed seem to produce the 
results. So it is with most phases of our life here—the 
close personal contacts are the fruitful ones. We have 
never felt this more keenly than this last winter when 
because of the unsettled conditions so many people were 
asking to come to us for refuge. However inconvenient 
it was to plan housing in our own home for from fifty 
two hundred guests “at a time it paid in the coin of 
friendship. 


Beyonp “the Four WaLts’”’ 


| Mrs. Donaldson has had a weekly meeting for wo- 
men who were not being reached by the Gospel message. 
The women have shown a steadily increasing interest 
and have been enecouragingly regular in their attendance. 
The numbers have so increased that it is now necessary 
to divide the class into two divisions each week and pro- 
vide separate entertainment for the little folks that come 
with them. This elass and the hour daily which she 
gives to the Academy Mrs. Donaldson calls her outside 
activities which every married woman should have! 


It searcely need be said after the above that the 
children have been well. We have so much to be thank- 
ful for on the score of health this year.. Frederic pro-_ 
mised to have a bad winter, but Dr. Richards came and 
removed the offending tonsils and | e has been splendidly 
well. We feel ereatly indebted to Dr. Richards. 


Frep Donauson, 
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Personals 


The Foochow Station has been rich in visitors 
this winter. Dr. Brewer Eddy spent several days with 
us and gave us a real taste of America. 

Dr. Sidney Gulick also gave us a few days of 
Ameriea and showed us what a rea: part the Federation 
of Churches had in the ‘Washington Conference. 


| The Chinese New Year vacation brought us a visit 
from Miss Marian Ewing and Miss Grace Thomas both 
of Pomona College, but this year teaching in Ginling 

College in Nanking. 
It was a treat to become a bit acquainted with Dr. 


Clara Nutting who was here visiting her sister on her 
: way back from furlough to her work in Shansi. 


Two new little missionaries have come to bring 
joy to their respective families—Robort Everett Reu- 
mana born Feb. 16th and Maurice Webster StClair born 
Jan. 28th. | 


Miss Chittenden is back again in Foochow work- 
ing in the Christian Herald Orphanage home at Pagoda 
Anchorage. 


Some people take their vacations enjoying a well 
earned rest at Sharp Peak, touring the country fields, 
visiling friends in Inghok, or even on longer trips up to 
Shaowu and Kienning. Ask Mr. and Mrs. Christian 
about the joys of travelling among bandits. 


Miss Atwood and Miss Darrow spent their vaca- 
tions in work. It is fine for the sick people but a bit 
strenuous for the nurses. 


Mr. and Mrs. Scott and Dr. Dyer write that they 
will be glad when they can be back in Foochow. 


The Beach family has arrived safe and sound. It 
is fine to have them back. Unfortunately several of 
their boxes which had undergone the vicissitudes of land 
and ocean travel for weeks were stolen out of their lock- 
ed basement the niglit after they arrived. 
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Our foreign children have a new outlet for thei. 
energies in a fine new slide which was made possible by 
a vif t from a friend at home. 


March 20—Please we need a Kindergarten 
“buyer’’! The new term has opened and call’s come 
all sides “We haven’t enough blocks,’’ “Please cet us 
a new table, half the children have to sit on the floor.’’— 
we have more children than we have chairs ete. It is 
great to see so many little folks in our Christian kinder- 
gartens. 


A new American Board Kindergarten, has just 
been started at Upper Bridge where the people have been 
waiting five vears for a teacher. 


The Union Kindergarten Training School j iS en- 
joving its beautifn!l new home, the gift of Miss Caroline 
Mitchell of Southern California. Flower and vegetable 
seeds from Pacific Coast Sunday School children are be- 
ginning to grow and take the bareness from the new 
compound. Other Pacific Coast friends have made 
swings and teeters possible for the playground, and in- 
side the building are many evidences of generous friends | 
across the ocean, 

Rev. Dwight Goddard hae been visiting old friends 
in Foochow and ecatehing up on happenings of the last 
years since be was here before. 


Mr. and Mrs. Leger and their three little kiddies 
left Foochow on furlough just in time to escape a very 
hot spell, Their address will be 

‘Topeka, Kansas 
Route No. 2 


v/o Marsh. 
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some patriotic" students smashed the 


the printer was using Japanese paper, & 
bought it from the Commercial Press, ar 
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Messenger was delayed a month because 
the press on the alleged charge that-. 

er, although he explained that he had 
Ss, an all-Chinese firm in Shanghai. 


¢ 
| | 
> 


" 
$ 
| 
a 


